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FORMER CHIEF JUSTICE OF 
THE 

U.S. SUPREME COURT  
WARREN E. BURGER 

 
• United States v Nixon (1974)  

 
• Reformer of the US court system 
 



 

• Wrote his own Will. 
 

• Only 176 words. 
 
• Left out basic tax clauses. 

 
• USD450,000.00 tax bill on 

his estate. 
 

• TRUSTS AND GIFTS might 
have helped……………. 
 

• Or at least a GOOD LAWYER! 
 



“LES CORDONNIERS 
SONT TOUJOURS LES 

MOINS BIEN CHAUSSÉS” 
 









In re Robert Palmer’s estate: X et a;. V. Y., 
First Civil Chamber, Court of Appeal of Ticino 19 December 

2007 

• MANAGER AND EX-WIFE APPOINTED EXECUTORS. 
 
 

• MANAGER ALSO APPOINTED TRUSTEE OF TESTAMENTARY 
TRUSTS. 



In re Robert Palmer’s estate: X et a;. V. Y., 
First Civil Chamber, Court of Appeal of Ticino 19 December 

2007 



Sir Peter 
Ustinov. 

 
• Born in London. 

 
• Resident and died 

in Canton Vaud. 



• Two Academy Awards. 
 

• Numerous Emmys, Golden 
Globes, BAFTA awards. 
 

• Goodwill Ambassador for 
UNICEF. 
 

• Famous Raconteur and wit: 
 

• “People who reach the top 
of the tree are only those 
who haven’t got the 
qualifications to detain them 
at the bottom”. 

























PULLAN V WILSON [2014] 
  
 
 
 
• What are reasonable fees!??!!!?? 

 
• GBP800k+ over three years. 
 
• “Reasonable and proper”. 

 
• Luckily principal beneficiaries had agreed to standard charging rates. 
  
• Time sheets showed they had completed work for this amount!   
  
• Professor Hayton: ideally be in your engagement letter. 





FRAUD 



 
 

ROSS BELHOMME 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
 
ross.belhomme@saffery.ch 
www.saffery.ch 
 
https://ch.linkedin.com/pub/ross-belhomme 

 

ACTION POINTS: 
 

•BE CURIOUS, SKEPTICAL AND NEVER ASSUME ANYTHING. 
•READ AND PROPERLY UNDERSTAND. 
•NETWORK, NETWORK, NETWORK. 
•GET TO KNOW YOUR CLIENTS. 

 
 

MERCI BEAUCOUP! 


